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whereas Monroe, during the past year or more, had
followed Jefferson and become an unswerving Demo-
crat. The publication here of a copy of Monroe's
letter to the French Committee of Public Safety
caused a sensation; for he had asserted that he was
not instructed to ask for the repeal of the French
decrees by which the spoliation of American com-
merce had been practised, and he added that if the
decrees benefited France, the United States would
submit not only with patience but with pleasure.
What wonder that Washington, in reading this letter
and taking in the full enormity of Monroe's words,
should have allowed himself the exclamation, " Ex-
traordinary!" What wonder that in due course of
time he recalled Monroe from Paris and replaced him
with a man whom he could trust!

The settlement of affairs with France did not
come until after Washington ceased to be President.
I will, therefore, say no more about it, except to refer
to the outrageous conduct of the French, who hurried
two of the Commissioners out of France, and, ap-
parently at the instigation of Talleyrand, declared
that they must pay a great deal of money before
they made any arrangement, to which Charles Pinck-
ney made the famous rejoinder, " Millions for de-
fence, but not one cent for tribute/' The negotia-
tions became so stormy that war seemed imminent. world. The Jay Treaty
